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Julian Hucq has just released “Light Blue”, his first record produced in the USA
after having recorded six in Europe; we interviewed him
> Iug Mirti
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This is your first American production: what are the differences in
publishing a record in Europe and in the USA?
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Jazz is a truly global art form, so as far as the musicians are concerned, there is
no difference in how I would have put together the band. Perhaps the major shift
for me has been developing deeper relationships in the U.S. with radio hosts and
members of the press as I am, for the first time, vigorously promoting my album
to U.S. audiences. I am delighted and grateful that Light Blue has been received
with a lot of enthusiasm.
Being originally from Europe, my collaborations for my prior recordings in the EU
were exciting experiences as I nurtured my art and learned the process of
bringing it to audiences. My fans at European concerts and tours fueled my
ambitions to grow as an artist. All my prior albums were self-published.
For this album, I’m fortunate to be surrounded for the first time by two
experienced producers (Mickey Bass – Early Bird Records and John Lee –
Alleycat Studios) who are guiding me in making smart artistic and business
choices. Light Blue debuted in the US on January 1, 2020. We are just beginning
to approach the European market. Italy is a country where I would love to develop
performing opportunities. I know many great Italian musicians and that the
audience vibrates with jazz over there.

Julien Hucq - Light Blue EPK
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How did you choose the songs to cover and the musicians?
Mickey Bass of Early Bird Records was instrumental in that process. We chose to

+ SOUTH AMERICA
+ OCEANIA

orient the repertoire toward embracing varying genres of jazz, which he playfully
describes as ‘something old, something new, something borrowed and something
blue’. We also chose to include a repertoire in the lineage of hard bop, which is a
trademark of Early Bird Records.
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For this album, I’m fortunate to be surrounded for the first time
by two experienced producers (Mickey Bass – Early Bird
Records and John Lee – Alleycat Studios) who are guiding me
in making smart artistic and business choices. Light Blue
debuted in the US on January 1, 2020. We are just beginning
to approach the European market. Italy is a country where I
would love to develop performing opportunities. I know many
great Italian musicians and that the audience vibrates with jazz
over there.

Sadly Claudio Roditi passed away soon after the release of the CD. Is there
a memory of him you would like to share with us?
Claudio and I connected in NYC three years ago. He gave me the opportunity to
play with him. I started sitting in with his band at numerous occasions before
being a part of his group.
He always encouraged me to pursue my path as a performer and composer.

JAZZ COMMUNITY IN
▶

Claudio was a creative musician, always composing, and most of all, a fantastic
human being, always seeking to bring people together and learn from our various
backgrounds and cultures. I will always remember him as a joyful and strong
force of life.
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How do you work on compositions?
I choose a subject or a theme then start envisioning how I would like the
composition to sound. I then start writing musical notes at the table. Working with
the piano comes at the end of the process. When I compose I often recall
Picasso’s quote about painting: it’s like walking a dog on a leash: you give the
direction but the dog guides the walk.
The sound of the record is a mix of hard bop and swing: what is Jazz today
in your opinion?
Living in the US has been a great experience for me in terms of deeply
understanding the tradition of jazz and its roots: blues, gospel and swing.
However, I certainly feel connected to all the flavors and influences jazz
incorporates nowadays. This is also why Light Blue has some Brazilian music
and Belgian flavors.
From a cultural and historical standpoint, jazz is the African-American musical
heritage. From a global perspective, the flexible and inclusive nature of the art
form connects with people from all over the world, across races and cultures.
Jazz is an expression of joy. Jazz carries a wonderful and rich tradition, from
revolt to optimism, it gives us the opportunity and responsibility to communicate a
good vibe.

What are your next projects?
We are working on different projects including a CD release concert in NYC,
developing performance opportunities in the US and in Europe. I also compose
for classical and jazz crossover projects, one in Belgium with a clarinet quartet,
and another one in France with a woodwind quintet. Composing and
orchestrating is definitely a great source of inspiration and allows me to connect
with my European background while developing ways of expression.

–
A European in America: an espresso with Julien Hucq copyright Jazzespresso
2020.
Reservados todos los derechos – All rights reserved – 版權所有 – 版权所有
ABOUT US / 關於我們 / 关于我们 / NOSOTROS
[Subscribe to JazzEspresso Newsletter if you want to be always kept posted!]
Info: info@jazzespresso.com
Advertising / 廣告 / ⼴广告 / Publicidad: adv@jazzespresso.com.

Jazzespresso es una revista, un sitio web, una red, un centro, que conecta todas las almas del jazz de todo el

mundo. América, Europa, Asia, Australia y África: noticias de todo el mundo en una página en cuatro idiomas. Un
punto de referencia multicultural en inglés, chino y castellano para los amantes de esta música en todos los
países. Para el aficionado o el profesional que quiere mantenerse informado sobre lo que está ocurriendo en todo
el mundo. Manténganse informados!
Jazzespresso is a magazine, a website, a network, a hub, connecting all the souls of jazz all over the world.
Americas, Europe, Asia, Australia and Africa: news from all over the world on a page in four languages. A
multicultural reference point in English, Chinese and Spanish language for the lovers of this music in every
country. For the amateur or the pro who wants to be updated about what is happening all around the world... Stay
tuned.
Jazzespresso 不不只是⼀一個爵⼠士樂樂樂樂雜誌，也是⼀一個能將擁有各種不不同精髓的世界爵⼠士樂樂樂樂，包括美洲、歐洲、亞洲、澳

洲及⾮非洲各地，互相連結起來來的網站及交流站。以中⽂文及英⽂文寫成的內容將是⼀一個新的多元⽂文化交流的參參考點，為
各地的爵⼠士⾳音樂樂樂樂愛好者提供來來⾃自全世界最新的消息。請持續關注！
JazzEspresso 不不只是⼀一个爵⼠士乐杂誌，也是⼀一个能将拥有各种不不同精髓的世界爵⼠士乐，包括美洲、欧洲、亚洲、澳

洲及⾮非洲各地，互相连结起来的⽹网站及交流站。以中⽂文及英⽂文写成的内容将是⼀一个新的多元⽂文化交流的参考点，为
各地的爵⼠士⾳音乐爱好者提供来⾃自全世界最新的消息。请持续关注！
Jazzespresso è una rivista, un sito web, una rete che connette le anime del jazz di tutto il mondo. America,
Europa, Asia, Australia e Africa: notizie da tutto l'orbe terracqueo in una pagina tradotta in cinque lingue. Un punto
di riferimento multiculturale in inglese, cinese, spagnolo e italiano per gli amanti di questa musica in tutti i paesi del
mondo. Per gli amatori o i professionisti che vogliono essere aggiornati su quello che sta succedendo in tutto il
pianeta... rimani sintonizzato!

Tweet

← Febrauary 24-March 01, 2020

Horace Silver
Señor Blues →

& You May Also Like

The song that’s in
the centre of the
room: an
espresso with
SHALOSH

Ferrara in Jazz
2017-2018
A talk with
Francesco Bettini

Minimalist: an
Espresso with
Yakiv Tsvietinskyi

Leave a Reply
Your email address will not be published. Required ﬁelds are marked *
Comment

Name *

Email *

Website

Post Comment

Yes, add me to your mailing list / 是的，請把我加⼊入郵寄名單 / 是的，请把
我加⼊入邮寄名单 / Sí, agregame a tu lista de correo.

